HB 699 — M SSOURI UNI FORM COMVUNI CATI ONS ACT FOR HOMELAND
SECURI TY

CO SPONSORS:  Sager, Johnson (90), Cooper (120), Carnahan

COMWM TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Conmttee on Honel and
Security and Veterans Affairs by a vote of 12 to O.

This bill creates the Public Safety Conmunications Conmttee.

The bill outlines the nmenbership of the commttee. All agencies,
i ncluding | ocal and nuni ci pal agencies, that provide public
safety must submit a plan to the commttee for approval when
requesting state funds for wrel ess conmunications prograns. The
commttee nust exam ne funding requests for wreless

communi cations prograns to identify and eval uate
interoperability. Requisite interoperability elenents nust be
included if proposals are to receive further consideration. The
commttee nust draw upon M ssouri’s State Interoperability
Executive Commttee to nmake recommendati ons appropriate to

mai ntai n and enhance i nteroperable public safety for wrel ess
comuni cations. Funds used to make purchases not in conpliance
with the submtted plan nay be subject to sanctions by the
committee.

Al'l purchases nmade by the Conm ssioner of Adm nistration for
Wi rel ess conmmuni cations products for public safety nust neet
standards established by the Public Safety Conmunications
Conmittee.

The bill repeals current | aw under which the Cormmittee on
St at e- Operated Wrel ess Comruni cati ons Systens operates.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that npbst energency service providers
cannot comuni cat e between each other by radio. Lives could be
saved if police, firefighters, anbul ance services, and ot her
energency providers could communicate. Al radios should be
conpatible. The bill does not mandate change but offers state
help if state standards are appli ed.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Sager; State H ghway
Patrol; and Division of Honel and Security.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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